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Such an indebtedness would have been deter-
mined accurately, and its instalments paid reg-
ularly upon a definite basis; but we find the
government paying 2,000,000 francs in 1801, and
54,000,000 under MacMahon.1 Here is an in-
crease of twenty-six fold. Such a huge increment
cannot be understood if the 54,000,000 francs
pay the same debt in 1876 as the 2,000,000 paid
at the time of the Concordat, while the increase
is perfectly intelligible on the basis that clergy-
men were paid for public service. In Napoleon's
eyes, they were State officials.

The charges of confiscation of property, as a
whole, are untrue. There never was a "property
of the Church" under the ancien rSgime, but
properties of parishes, properties of convents,
and properties of other institutions. Without
discussing this point, it suffices to say that under
a Catholic king, Louis XVI, the National As-
sembly, in which there were three hundred and
eleven priests,2 made over to the State, in 1789,
all ecclesiastical wealth, much of which had been
the object of scandalous uses by the higher mem-
bers of the clergy. The churches were so com-
pletely considered State property that the gov-
ernment used them not infrequently for secular
purposes. Napoleon transferred several of them

1 Ibid., p. 270.                 2 Moniteur universel, 1789, p. 236.